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A Lesson Learned
Teen Surfer Realizes
Dad Is Proud of Her

The View from
Our Perch…

Because of Him
Teenaged Girl
Pays Tribute
to Her Dad

by Hazel Snow,
Circulation/Marketing Assistant
American Segue Magazine
Things that happen…
My dad and I are sur ng with my boss and
brother.
I’m having trouble ghting the waves. Dad
tells me to go in, but I don’t listen and keep
going; I get mad at him and stop listening.
Later, when we go in (out of the water) and get
back in the car. He tells me…and I realize…
The water was cold. My numb and nearly
unresponsive ngers rmly grasped the sides
of my surfboard as my aching feet kicked me
forward repeatedly, emerging from the water
and raising into the hot air.
Reaching the peak, my lack of exibility
kept my legs from kicking any higher, then
sinking back down to indulge the frozen uid
that encompassed me.
I kept my gaze on the sun as its beams
re ected the waves, too focused on the task
ahead to feel the heat escaping from my
surroundings and up into the warm air above.
“Hazel!”

by Hazel Snow
When we were kids, we
had all the con dence
in the world.
Do you remember
that?
I remember:
* Wearing goofy
glasses,
* Feeling like the most
beautiful princess in
the world,
* Running through the
grass and having the
time of my life,
* How could anyone
stop me — loving who I
was?
But as I grew
older my clothes got

(Cont’d on page 2, col. 2, ‘Teen Surfer’)

Cont’d on page 2, col.e
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Teen Surfer…(Cont’d from page 1, col 2)

View: Tribute…(Cont’d
from col. 1, page 1)

I turned away from the view to see my
Dad about thirty feet away, hanging o of his
surfboard, just as I was.

darker. I stayed inside
more. I isolated myself
from everyone and went to
a really dark place where I
constantly hated myself.
I didn’t like how I
looked or acted. I
constantly avoided my
family, and I let people
walk all over me so that
they wouldn’t think I was
mean.
The thing is, I hated
someone who I didn’t
know. I had lost my
identity; I didn’t know who
I was.
I went from phase to
phase, trying to become
the best at whatever I was
obsessed with at the time.
I put myself in a box.
Every single time I
quit, my con dence went
lower and lower, until I had
none.
With my con dence
at its lowest and my
thoughts racing at full
speed, I was ready to
throw it all away. To give
up. I knew that I couldn’t
keep living like this.

“Go in and left!” He yelled.

I ignored him and looked out at the water
that stretched out past the horizon, I knew what
I was doing. My eyes squinted as I put my hands
down on the board to hoist myself up and study
the waves.
“That one,” I thought once I spotted a
wave larger than the others, I readied myself as
the thought of seeing the beach in front of me
ran through my head. But as my eyes locked on
the wave, the comber hid from me once again,
shrinking back into its original form.
I had lost it.
I kept looking.
“That one,” my eyes fell upon another
wave — this one a bit smaller but still rideable.
“Hazel!”
A pressure rose in my head — not a
headache. The feeling was not as painful or
uncomfortable as a headache would be, but it
lacked as much comfort as I wanted. My brain
felt non-existent, yet seemed to push itself
against the back of my head. It left my eyes
empty and without enough support to glance
where I wanted — right, left, right, left, forward,
right, left…
“Hazel!”
I brought myself back to awareness and
released a breath I didn’t know I was holding. As
I once more processed the environment around
me, I noticed the wave was way closer to me
(Cont’d on page 3, ‘Teen Surfer’)

(Cont’d on page 3, ‘View’)
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Teen Surfer, Cont’d from page 2)
View: Tribute…(Cont’d
from col. 1, page 2)

However, as I was
about to give up, my Dad —
encouragement, support,
time itself — had it all. He

stepped in to rescue me.
Whenever my self
esteem was low, he gave
me the encouragement I
needed to pull me back
up. He supported me on
my decisions and always
had time to watch scary
movies with me.
When I had
something I needed to
gure out he was there to
talk, regardless of where
he was. Even when I felt
like I would never get out
of that dark spot, he never
gave up on me. Because
of him, I learned;
* That I can pursue my
passions without being the
best at them,
* How to be con dent in
myself as well as my
interests.
* How to be con dent in
who I am while bringing
others up with me,
* How to stand up for what
is right while having
compassion toward others.
Because of my father
— my hero — I want to give
myself a future and make it in
life. I cannot thank my father
enough for never giving up
on me when I was in that
dark place
and helping
me
American
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than when I had last seen it, and it was only coming
closer. I flipped my board around and, despite its
heaviness on top of the water, was able to complete its
rotation with enough time to begin paddling.
“Hazel!”
Dad’s voice echoed through my ears louder than I
wanted it. Now? NOW? The one ride I’ll get today and he
calls me now?
Later, he told me, “When I saw you in the water, the
sun just lit up your freckles and there was so much
determination in your eyes. I thought, ‘Wow. That’s my
daughter.’ It was, like, a whole moment, I don’t know.”
Upon hearing that I paused, flattered; but then I felt a
sense of guilt. I remembered that look in his eyes when I
had pushed my board forward.
Upon meeting his gaze in that moment, I thought
he was thinking about everything I was doing wrong. He
was actually looking with pride and love, while I had
looked at him with anger and rage. I smiled,
“Thanks, Dad, I love surfing with you!@
___________________________________

Acknowledging This Issue’s Writer

H

azel Snow, featured writer of the two articles
in this edition, is a teenaged actress, a
winning state high school level theater
makeup and costume artist, and play director. She
plays keyboard in her church’s high school youth
“praise band,” regularly blogs, is this magazine’s
circulation and marketing assistant, and the proud
Editor/Publisher’s granddaughter.@
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Masthead
@ Copyright April 2022 by James Lee Young, Editor-Publisher, American
Segue Magazine, Seguin, TX. All Rights Reserved. Permission to use materials in
this publication may be granted on request, subject to our ability to convey rights
without violating those of our authors and photographers/artists. Brief quotes
and/or attribution may be reasonably used without permission. Contact us at
jyoungreadthis@@gmail.com.
Our Mission: “Conservative voices seeking truth.” To recognize and feature
individuals, authors, groups — including books and audio/visual works — that
are contributing to their community/constituents/audience(s), but aren’t widely
recognized by the public, and to discuss relevant topics from this magazine
editor’s/publisher’s conservative viewpoint.
“Segue” Defined: (1) To make a transition directly from one section or
theme to another. (2) To move smoothly and unhesitatingly from one state,
condition, situation, or element to another. (The American Heritage® Dictionary of
the English Language, 5th Edition) @
Staff:
Editor-Publisher: James L. Young, Ph.D., jyoungreadthis@gmail.com
Circulation/Marketing Assistant: Hazel Snow, jyoungreadthis@gmail.com
Find our magazine on the Internet at: https://www.insuranceprosguides.com/
#cecourses/#blog.
(Advertisement)

New CA-Life Insurance Course Approved
JBF—Introduction to Life Insurance is a new 20-unit continuing education course from
J.L.Y. Public Relations, Sycamore Press Div., approved by the CA Dept. of Insurance. It is
available for $20.00 ($1.00 per unit) at https://www.insuranceprosguides.com#courses. Email (for
more information), James L. Young, Director, jyoungreadthis@yahoo.com; or call
1-619-244-1014 to order.
American Segue Magazine
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Submission Requirements:
We don’t require query letters prior to submitting to American Segue Magazine.
Rather, digitally submit your book or A-V review, essay, article of no more than 1,000
words in pdf format direct to jyoungreadthis@gmail.com. Photos/art will be
considered if they add to/complement the article, and are appropriate (in our view). We
are openly conservative in our viewpoint, so “liberal, “left-wing,” “woke” slanted
submissions will not be accepted for publication. Again, we will make the final
determination(s). As a new e-publication operating on a zero budget, we do not offer
payment; perhaps in the future.
We ask for first, non-exclusive rights. Pre-published, timely materials will be
considered if the author has the rights and is able to convey them to us legally. Any
questions, contact us at jyoungreadthis@gmail.com, Attn: Editor James Lee Young.
We also write our own feature articles, and review(s) of books and movies/a-v
— mainstays of our publication. However, this is an opportunity for new and
experienced authors/film makers to add to their portfolio(s) and give exposure to ideas
they/we deem worthy. Submit your e-book, e-video (or link) to
jyoungreadthis@gmail.com. We cannot accept materials submitted by U.S. Mail or
other overland delivery; nor will we return materials once they are received by us
regardless of the delivery method. We will acknowledge receipt by email and will state
whether the material submitted is accepted. Conveyance of first, non-exclusive rights is
considered complete once we accept an article, photo/art, or A-V submission.@
Advertising:
This publication is open to advertisers who we believe are in alignment with our
worldview, which is principally conservative — socially, politically, and to do with
religion — specifically Christian. Contact us at jyoungreadthis@gmail.com for
information.@
Subscriptions and Feedback:
Contact us at jyoungreadthis@gmail.com for a free subscription to American
Segue Magazine and/or to give feedback.
American Segue Magazine
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INSURANCE C.E. COURSES
JLY-PR, Sycamore Press
Covid or not — CA Insurance C.E. Is Required
We’re not the biggest, but we’re among the best and least expensive approved by the
California Dept. of Insurance (CDI).

* Avoid the crowds!
* Skip the mask!
* Study at home or in the o ce!
* Quick turn-around grading & posting
* Pay only $1 per unit per course (as in $4.00 for a 4-unit
course)
* No trick questions or answers
* Multiple-choice &/or True False

View our course list at https://www.insuranceprosguides.com,/#cecourses and pay there. Or email
us at jyoungreadthis@yahoo.com to request a list of recommended courses. Or call or text us at
1-619-244-1014. Any questions, please contact us via email, phone, or text message. You can also
pay by phone.
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CA Online Courses and Study Material
* Insurance Courses
* Real Estate Courses
* Pre Licensing Courses
* Contracting Courses
* Books for More Information
* No State Reporting Fees (Sircon)
* Same Day Reporting on CE Courses!
* Now no exam on our pre-licensing courses
* Packages or ala carte for insurance c.e. and/or pre-licensing,
real estate c.e.; contracting courses on dvd(s), and WCS
Publishing hardbound and paperback books on insurance
and real estate topics.
Access through J.L.Y. Public Relations, at https://www.insuranceprosguides.com/
#cecourses, and click on the CyberCE Command Button. Questions: Contact us at
jyoungreadthis@gmail.com.
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